
 

Popcorn Education © www.popcorneducation.co.uk Space Book Recommendations – UKS2 

SPACE BOOK RECOMMONDATIONS – UKS2 
Here's a list of age-appropriate books that explore the  

theme of SPACE for UKS2 primary school children. 
 
 

1. "The Universe: The Definitive Visual Guide" by DK 
o Overview: This comprehensive guide takes readers on a visual 

journey through the universe, from the solar system to distant 
galaxies and black holes. The book includes breathtaking images and 
in-depth explanations of cosmic phenomena. 

o Why It's Great: The high-quality visuals paired with detailed scientific 
information make it an engaging resource for upper Key Stage 2 
students. The depth of the content allows children to expand their 
understanding of space in a meaningful way, encouraging curiosity 
and deeper exploration. 
 

2. "The Story of Space: A First Book About the Universe" by Catherine Barr 
and Steve Williams 

o Overview: This book introduces readers to the history of space, 
starting from early theories about the universe to modern space 
exploration. The engaging illustrations and 
approachable text make it suitable for 
children learning about how humans have 
come to understand space. 

o Why It's Great: It blends historical context 
with scientific facts, providing a full picture 
of how our knowledge of space has 
evolved. The narrative style keeps children 
interested while teaching key space-related 
concepts. 
 

3. "Cosmic" by Frank Cottrell Boyce 
o Overview: This fiction book follows Liam, a 12-year-
old boy who is unusually tall for his age and gets 
mistaken for an adult. He ends up on a once-in-a-
lifetime space mission, leading to a humorous and 
adventurous story about what it means to be 
responsible. 
o Why It's Great: The mix of humour, adventure, and 
space travel makes this book a fantastic read for Year 5 
and 6 children. It captures the imagination and presents 
space travel in an exciting, accessible way, while also 
discussing themes of responsibility and identity. 
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4. "Space Encyclopaedia: A Tour of Our Solar System and Beyond" by David 
A. Aguilar 

o Overview: This book offers a deep dive into space, covering 
everything from our solar system to the far reaches of the galaxy. 
With detailed illustrations and easy-to-understand explanations, this 
book makes complex space concepts digestible for young readers. 

o Why It's Great: It serves as an informative reference book that 
students can turn to for answers to their space-related questions. The 
visually engaging layout keeps students interested, while the detailed 
information satisfies their curiosity about the universe. 
 

5. "The Last Kids on Earth and the Cosmic Beyond" by Max Brallier 
o Overview: This fiction story follows a 

group of kids trying to survive in a post-
apocalyptic world full of monsters and 
aliens. It’s an action-packed adventure 
that combines humour with a cosmic 
twist. 

o Why It's Great: The blend of action, 
adventure, and a space-related theme 
makes this a captivating read for 
children. Its fast-paced, humorous 
narrative will appeal to students who 
enjoy more light-hearted, adventurous 
fiction, with space as a key backdrop. 

 
6. "The Complete Guide to Space Exploration" by Lonely Planet: 

o Overview: This visually stunning book offers a 
comprehensive journey through space 
exploration. With detailed diagrams, timelines, 
and in-depth explanations, it provides readers 
with a thorough understanding of the 
technological advancements and discoveries made 
in space. 
o Why It's Great: This guide is perfect for upper 
Key Stage 2 students, offering rich visuals and 
accessible content that explain complex space 
concepts. It serves as an excellent resource for 
those fascinated by space and exploration. 

 
 

Each of these books is designed to introduce UKS2 readers to the wonders of 
space in an engaging and age-appropriate way. 
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