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How to Organise a Successful Recycling Drive 
 
What is a Recycling Drive? 
A Recycling Drive is an eco-friendly fundraising initiative where the school community collects 
recyclable items like paper, plastic, electronics, or clothing. These items are then sold to recycling 
centres or reused in creative ways, with the proceeds going towards the school’s fundraising goals. 
This event not only raises funds but also teaches children about environmental responsibility and 
sustainability. 
 
Step-by-Step Guide to Organising a Recycling Drive 
 
1. Plan the Event 
Begin by outlining the details of your Recycling Drive: 

• Date and Duration:	Choose a start date and decide how long the drive will run. You could 
hold it as a one-day event or extend it over several weeks to maximise collection. 

• Types of Recyclables:	Determine which items you will collect. Common choices include 
paper, plastic bottles, aluminium cans, old electronics, and clothing. 

• Collection Points:	Identify convenient locations around the school where people can drop 
off their recyclables. These could be large bins or designated collection stations. 

 
2. Partner with Recycling Centres 
Contact local recycling centres or companies that specialise in the types of materials you plan to 
collect: 

• Negotiate Rates:	Discuss how much they will pay for the recyclables and any specific 
requirements for sorting or packaging. 

• Arrange Pick-Up or Drop-Off:	Coordinate how the collected items will be transported to the 
recycling centre. Some companies may offer to pick up large amounts, while others might 
require you to drop them off. 

 
3. Engage the School Community 
Get everyone involved in the drive by raising awareness and encouraging participation: 

• School Newsletters and Social Media:	Announce the drive through school newsletters, 
social media pages, and the school website. Explain how participating helps both the 
environment and the school. 

• Classroom Presentations:	Have teachers talk to children about the importance of recycling 
and how they can contribute to the drive. Consider offering a small incentive or 
competition for the class that collects the most recyclables. 

• Posters and Flyers:	Display posters around the 
school and send flyers home with children to inform 
parents and the wider community. 
 
4. Organise Collection and Sorting 
Set up a system for collecting, sorting, and storing the 
recyclables: 
• Collection Bins:	Place clearly labelled bins or 
containers in designated areas for each type of 
recyclable. Make sure the bins are easily accessible 
and regularly monitored. 
• Sorting Volunteers:	Recruit volunteers (parents, 
teachers, or older children) to help sort the collected 
items. Sorting ensures that the recyclables meet the 
recycling centre’s requirements and maximises the 
amount you can raise. 
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• Storage:	If the drive is running over several days or weeks, arrange for a secure area where 
the recyclables can be stored until they are picked up or taken to the recycling centre. 

 
5. Monitor and Motivate 
Keep the momentum going throughout the drive: 
• Track Progress:	Regularly update the school 
community on how much has been collected so far. 
You could display a progress chart in a central 
location or share updates online. 
• Motivate Participation:	Encourage ongoing 
participation with reminders, fun facts about 
recycling, or mini-competitions between classes or 
year groups. 
 
6. Transport the Recyclables 
Once the drive is over: 
• Prepare for Transport:	Ensure that all 
collected items are properly sorted and packed for 
transport. If you’ve arranged a pick-up, confirm the 
date and time with the recycling centre. 

• Deliver the Items:	If you need to deliver the recyclables yourself, organise volunteers with 
vehicles to help transport the items to the recycling centre. 

 
7. Reflect and Celebrate 
After the drive: 

• Calculate the Funds Raised:	Tally up the proceeds from the recycling centre and any 
additional donations or sponsorships. 

• Celebrate Success:	Share the results with the school community, celebrating how much was 
raised and how many items were recycled. Consider holding a small celebration or giving 
certificates to the top contributors. 

• Plan for the Future:	Discuss what worked well and any areas for improvement, and 
consider making the Recycling Drive an annual event. 

 
Tips for Success 

• Involve Local Businesses:	Reach out to local businesses to see if they’d like to contribute 
recyclables or sponsor the event, possibly offering incentives or discounts for their 
participation. 

• Incorporate Education:	Use the drive as an opportunity to educate children about 
recycling, sustainability, and the environment, perhaps through workshops or guest 
speakers. 

• Promote Reuse:	In addition to recycling, encourage the school community to think about 
reusing items in creative ways, such as upcycling projects or swap events. 

 
Final Thoughts 
A Recycling Drive is a fantastic way to raise funds while promoting environmental responsibility 
within the school community. By bringing everyone together to collect and recycle, you can make 
a positive impact on both the school’s finances and the planet. 
 

 
Have you considered running a ‘Science Gadget Shop’ to inspire a love of science in your school 

this year? Fundraise up to £600 for your school today! Click to learn more: 
https://www.popcorneducation.co.uk/sciencegadgetshop 
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